The article looks at Novi ecclesiastico-scholastici Annales (...), a periodical which is a significant resource in book culture research. The authors focus mainly on book distribution and propagation in Protestant communities during the last decade of the 18 th century.
Introduction
The second half of the 18 th century brought many changes to social and cultural life. One of these was the emergence of learned and reading societies and attempts to organise and develop scientific and literary life. This article examines both the increase in local book production and the way in which reading needs were met through imported literature, particularly from German countries. However, importantly, there was also a boom in periodicals alongside books, occasional prints, textbooks and calendars. As a contemporary news medium, periodicals had a key role to play in keeping the population informed, and responded to the growing need for contemporary political, military and social information from various areas and regions (Blome 2000, 161) . The publishing centre of the Kingdom of Hungary in this period was Bratislava (Pressburg) 2 , the political and social centre of the country. Well-known newspapers such as Preßburger Zeitung, Presspurské noviny or Magyar HUMAN AFFAIRS 23, 373-381, 2013 DOI: 10.2478 1 The study was funded by a grant awarded by the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic (ME SR) and the Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS): VEGA 1/1007/11: History of classical studies (classical philology & archaeology, medieval and Neo-Latin studies, Byzantine studies, Roman law studies, Church history up to 600 AD, history of sciences and ancient philosophy) with special regard to the 20th century. 2 In this article we use the current names of towns in Slovakia, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Romania. Given the historical context of the Kingdom of Hungary, towns were referred to in a number of ways, we therefore use the present names of towns and villages in the main text and provide former names in brackets. Thereafter the present-day name is used.
Hírmondó were established and produced during this period. Despite the strong position of national languages, periodicals were published in Latin at the end of the 18 th century. In terms of the history of book culture and literary history, contemporary newspapers, magazines and almanacs also represent an important source of knowledge on issues of reader interests, tastes, and preferences, and the history of libraries and bookselling activities and the books that were available at the time.
A significant source of information is a Latin Protestant almanac entitled Novi ecclesiastico-scholastici Annales Evangelicorum Augustanae et Helveticae Confessionis... (Annales), which is an abundant historiographic, biographic, literary and scientific source of knowledge.
3 The primary function of the almanac was to provide news on the religious and school lives of the Protestant community. The reading community was therefore predominantly formed of representatives of Protestant religious bodies, and from school and literary life. However, information can also be gleaned from the columns relating to the network of distributors involved in selling, and buyers and potential readers. The almanac also reflects efforts to educate and promote interesting literature among the Protestant community within "the lands of the Habsburg house".
Publishing background and content of Annales
The Annales were first published in 1790. It is known that nine volumes covering four years were published between 1793 and 1803 4 . These were printed at the Johann Franciscus Sulcer printing houses in Banská Štiavnica (Schemnitz) and at Joseph Tumler in Banská Bystrica (Neusohl). The final volume was published in 1803 in Banská Bystrica at Johann Stephani printing house but under a different name, Annales evangelici provinciarum domui austriacae haereditarium.
The reason for publishing the Annales was announced in 1792. A fine 4-sheet print entitled Annuntiatio 5 was printed in Banská Štiavnica at Johann Franciscus Sulcer. The introductory article states that a group of "learned men (whose names shall remain unknown to readers)" have decided to publish "annales seu ephemerides" in Latin, providing all essential information from religious and school spheres. The article includes a further 13 points, characterising the key content of the Annales. The conclusion provides information relating to publication-the Annales were to be published quarterly (in January, April, July and October) 6 and stitched in 8°. Although the name of a particular printer was not mentioned, they planned to consign the work "in bona impressoria", i.e. to a good printing house.
Eventually, a list of subscribers was published. 7 Prospective readers of the new title included rectors, teachers, elders and ministers working in various towns and not only in 3 An overview of articles from all the volumes of the individual years is available on the website of the University Library in Bratislava: <http://retrobib.ulib.sk/azr.htm>. 4 1793 (year 1, vol. 1-4); 1794 (year 2, vol. 1-2); 1795 (year 3, vol. 1-2), the last year was 1803. 5 The complete name of the work is Annuntiatio: noui annales ecclesiastici et scholastici coetuum evangelicorum august. et helvet. conf. in Austriaca Monarchia. 6 Only the first year (1793) was issued in 4 volumes. 7 A note informs that it may well be favourably received. A free issue will be sent upon receipt of a subscription for 10 issues. Presumably, the editor and publisher of the whole series was Protestant minister and enlightenment worker Samuel Ambrozi (1748-1806).
9 However, his name does not appear on the title page of the Annales until the second 1795 volume, where "...Edidit Samuel Ambrosius Sacrorum Evangelicorum Radvanii Minister..." is printed under the title. In the introductory article of that year, Ambrozi expressed his regret over the delay in publication, which he attributed to the amount of work and lack of time. He stated that he would have no less of either in the forthcoming period and so he would have to refrain from publishing the Annales the following year. However, he added that as soon as a suitable opportunity came along, resumption of publication would be announced in good time (Praefatio 1795, 3-4) . However, the gap in issuing the Annales proved longer, lasting almost 8 years. It is not clear which other facts caused this situation. The last volume of the almanac, the ninth, was issued no earlier than 1803. In the introductory article, Ambrozi only states that they have resumed publication of the Annales following a decrease in his workload "his aliquant... remotis...". The introduction does not provide the reader with any further reasons or an explanation for the situation. According to the literature, there was an attempt to resume publication of the almanac in 1812; however, it was not successful (Encyklopédia 1980, 118) .
Ambrozi also recorded contemporary literary and historical works. His intention to publish a Latin almanac was recorded in Nova memoria Hungarorum by Hungarian literary historian Alexius Horányi (1792, 759-760) . After providing brief biographic data, he presents Ambrozi's intention to publish the Annales 10 on a quarterly basis, and at the same time, he points out the publication of the aforementioned Annuntiatio.
11 Paulus Valaský provides a very interesting testimony in his important work on the cultural history of Hungary, Conspectus Reipublicae Litterariae. He refers to the important and varied work conducted by the Learned Society, 12 which began publishing a periodical entitled Novi ecclesiasticoscholastici Annales in 1793, under the guidance of the editor Samuel Ambrozi. 13 Valaský subsequently provides information on all the years and volumes issued, the names of the printers, and briefly characterises the content of the columns (Valaský 1808, 407-408) .
As already mentioned, the content and layout of the Annales had already been referred to in Annuntiatio, and some of the columns were altered very slightly in specific years. Legislative information relating to the religious lives of the predominantly Protestant people in the Habsburg monarchy was published first (assembly decisions, laws, regulations) and this was followed by reports on the work of the Protestant schools, in the form of content overviews and the nature of teaching and final exam results. The Annales further provided information on the organisational division and description of districts, parishes, congregations and the names of representatives in Hungary, Bohemia and Austria. There are also important sources of biographic information such as columns on the activities of teachers, rectors and pastors in the various parishes "Vicissitudines muniorum ecclesiasticorum", as well as death reports "Mortes virorum eruditorum". The Res Memorabiles is an equally interesting section containing various kinds of material, for instance biographic information, news on charitable activities, information on students from the Kingdom of Hungary studying at schools abroad, and occasionally selected correspondence.
Reviews
A valuable source of knowledge on literary life and book culture can be found in two columns in particular-"Recensiones librorum" and the "Appendix", which regularly appeared in the volumes (only in 1803 was part of the "Appendix" missing ). At that time and in that form, the Annales probably provided the only local space for reviews, now considered to be the beginnings of literary criticism in Slovakia (Encyklopédia 1980, 118) .
In the column space set aside for book reviews, the editorial team supplied readers' evaluations of interesting publications in thematic sections. At first, only books produced by local printing houses, or from "terris Austriacis" were reviewed; however, a change occurred in 1794, when reviews were expanded to include works of foreign provenance. This was at the behest of readers, who wanted to know whether the publications on offer at local printing houses were "proven or excellent". The editorial team thus, had to undertake to "make all effort" in meeting this interest by monitoring the literary magazines published in Germany mainly, selecting interesting titles from various areas. These were then to be accompanied by brief remarks. At the same time the editorial team expressed the hope that the Annales would thus achieve the goal of all literary magazines-to improve the level of education (Praefatio 1795, 3-4 14 Of the reviews 47 come from "local printing houses" and 81 from foreign printing houses. appeared altogether, reviewing publications from theology, philosophy, history, mathematics, physics, medicine and other fields. 15 They tended to include informative statements on the content, preferences for a particular piece of work, the eruditions of the authors, or on the book design. Local publications of theological and philosophical works were generally commented on more comprehensively, while some of them not only attracted attention but also responses, which were published in the Annales.
The column "Reviews" reflect the efforts made to promote appropriate and interesting reading; they document interest in news about the book market, and provide certain guides and recommendations for readers. This column represents a basic resource for deeper analysis and further research. One unanswered question relates to the authorship of the reviews, which were published anonymously. It is obvious that, notwithstanding some exceptions, several people, who have remained unknown, were involved in writing them. This is reflected in an announcement published immediately in the introductory article of the first volume of the 1793 Annales. It states that names will not be published without the express request of the authors of the contributions and reviews (Praefatio 1793, 6) . One person Ambrozi worked closely with was the teacher and political economist Samuel Tesedik (1742-1820), who published pieces in the Annales on his educational institute, educational approaches and methodological instructions on producing school books. We might also consider Georgius Ribay (1754-1812), an important intellectual whose name we first encounter in the Annales in relation to his collecting activities and his search for books. Ambrozi's preserved letters reveal the anonymity of other individuals. 16 They confirm that Protestant minister and writer Stephan Leska (1758-1818), at that time working in Bohemia, was engaged as a contributor. In a letter of 1794, Ambrozi positively evaluates his literary remarks and states that his contributions are welcome in the editorial office. At the same time he proposes that he work with the editorial office. Research by M. Vyvíjalová (1969, 70-71) indicates that the group of individuals working with Ambrozi probably included a student in Jena called Georg Palkovič (1769-1850), who later became a well-known poet, translator and teacher. Further research is required to establish who any of the others involved in providing contributions to the Annales might be. We might consider for instance literary historian and poet Bohuslav Tablic (1769-1832), Protestant elder Martin Hamaliar and scholar Andreas Plachy (1755-1810)-the founder of a learned society in Banská Bystrica (1785), who maintained contact through contemporary literary life (Brtáň 1974 ) and others.
Selling and distributing the Annales
We know that there were two main distribution methods within the Annales distribution network. The first was subscription-a form of prepayment already common during this period. Subscribers paid a financial amount determined in advance, binding them to receive that volume once it had been published. Subscriptions were made attractive through the more reasonable prices and discounts for bulk purchases. 17 The list of subscribers published in Annuntiatio suggests that this was effective.
The second means of direct distribution can be reconstructed from the records of distributors. 18 In the third volume of the first year (1793) These lists enable us to explore in part the distribution network of this periodical, which was built up on the basis of the close contacts within the Protestant community. It covered quite an extensive area, operated by a consistent group of people from among the ranks of professional booksellers, printers and particularly members of the Protestant intelligentsia.
Book trade in the Annales
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An important source of information on the book trade is the column "Appendix" and preserved covers of individual volumes. It contained various short news items and announcements as well as information on book market news, planned and prepared issues 17 The price of the Annales was given on the inside cover. 18 Lists of subscribers and distributors were not always part of the main text, and they are therefore preserved in fragments. The present state of the research in this area therefore confirms the importance of comparing the greatest possible number of preserved copies of a particular title. Research on the Annales was conducted at the University Library in Bratislava, the Lyceum Library in Bratislava and Országos Széchényi Könyvtár in Budapest, using all available copies of the various volumes and years. and titles sought by particular recipients. The column was further divided into three basic sections.
The Libri Venales subsection came first. It contained information on local publications, on selected and foreign (old and new) publications, and was supplemented with information on who a customer should contact if he or she wished to order books or obtain information on the price, if it was not given in the description. This was often the role of those who printed the Annales (Johann Franciscus Sulcer and Joseph Tumler), and also well-known individuals such as Bohuslav Tablic, Andreas Plachy, rector in Radvaň Georg Goldberger, the minister from Senica (Senitz) Johann Podhradszky, or Bratislava printer Johann Michael Landerer. Between 1793 and 1795, more than 70 titles were for sale in Slovak, Czech, Latin, German and Hungarian. Essential publications included theological and religious literature (bible, postils, psalters, sermons, prayer-books and song-books), moral stories for young people, writing on ethics and school books. There were also publications by classical authors, calendars, periodicals and encyclopaedic dictionaries. In addition to local publications (Bratislava, Banská Bystrica, Skalica, Komárno), there were also occasionally some from Pest and Vienna, and from Bohemia, particularly Prague. These were far from insignificant.
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Books were sold through Bohuslav Tablic, for instance, by Václav Matěj Kramerius, Prague printer, bookseller and publisher.
In addition there were "old print runs" on sale beside the latest selections. These were predominantly various versions of the Bible and New Testament from the 16 th century. J. Podhradszky, a minister from Senica, and G. Ribay were recorded as the sellers. The latter was involved not only in selling and distributing books, but also extended his own collecting activities on the pages of the Annales. There are almost 50 recorded titles documenting Ribay's acquisitions mainly focused on the period between the 16 th and 17 th centuries. Most of these relate to Slovak and Czech issues regarding territory, language and authors. Ribay focused on acquiring religious, occasional and professional literature, which was published during the 17 th century in printing houses in Levoča (Leutschau), Košice, Trenčín and Bardejov (Bartfa). Alongside the names of some titles, he noted the particular issue or volume he was looking for.
In the first two years (1793 and 1794), space was created within the "Appendix" for information on publications due to be printed shortly. There were 19 announcements on the planned publication of mainly religious works recorded under the designation "Libri novi proxime prodituri" and "Libri proxime in lucem adspecturi". Song-books, prayer-books, fables, moral tales and catechisms aimed at a broader group of believers were original works or translations of well-known representatives of the Protestant community.
The fact that several of the titles-to-be were not in the end printed for various reasons is of interest. This was the case with S. Leska's Krátke naučenj pro zpěwořečnjky, which was supposed to have been published in Banská Bystrica. A translation of Sturm's popular Betrachtungen über die Werke Gottes..., being prepared by Johann Kortsek, an Protestant minister and member of a scientific society called Učená spoločnosť malohontská (Erudita societas Kis-Hontiensis), probably also remained in manuscript form. The efforts of Michal Blasius, a minister from Ponice, probably met with a similar destiny.
Sales of libraries
Besides the books, two private libraries were also offered for sale in the Annales. In the second issue of 1794, an announcement about the sale of Georg Kindernay's library, a former minister in Cerovo (Csery), was listed under "Appendix". The library was at that time located in the Protestant school in Banská Štiavnica. 23 It was quite large comprising more than 1,300 works from various fields. It was put up for sale by his widow and children. A catalogue was prepared to inform potential buyers of the contents prior to the sale. In the years that followed there was no announcement as to whether the library had been sold in its entirety or whether they had chosen to sell off the contents individually.
A year later, the editorial office announced that the thane from Turiec county, Johann Batis Czepcsanyi from Malý Čepčín (Kisch-Cschepcschény), intended to sell his wellstocked library. 24 It contained 4,500 volumes, including 300 manuscripts. The library had been created over more than three decades (1759-1793) 25 and we do not know for sure in this case either what its destiny was.
Conclusion
Eighteenth century periodicals contained much information of varying value. Our analysis of these periodicals provides a basis for new research. It also reveals reader interests and the nature of some of the relations in the book trade and book market. The Annales are a good subject for research from this viewpoint. The information they contain partly documents the distribution process across a more or less stable customer base over quite an extensive area. It thus documents contact within the Protestant community of the Habsburg monarchy. The periodical Annales provided space for selectively communicating and promoting the book trade and book collecting. Our study deals with successful and discontinued publishing projects and the publications printers and publishers offered for sale. It thus creates a multi-level view of how the book market operated and of literary communication as well as an image of cultural and social events.
